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Military News  and more... 
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The Mid-South 
Tribune’s  25th 
Anniversary!
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making it so!

Charles Blatcher III releases Open Letter
to black veterans to vote on November 3
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Vote on Nov. 3rd!
It’s a right and privilege!

By Charles Blatcher, *
Chairman of the 

National Coalition of Black
Veteran Organizations

Dear Black Veterans:

History has not all ways been
kind or truthful in the remem-
brance and acknowledgment of
the services of Black GI’s in the
defense of the nation. We saw the
history of the great General
George Patton told without men-
tion of the Black 761st Tank Bat-
talion whose blood and guts
carried him to fame in World War
II. They spearheaded his drive
through Europe and were the first
Allied Force to reach the Rhine
River bordering Germany. They

suffered a casualty rate of fifty
percent. It was not until 1978
when then the first Black Secre-
tary of the Army, Clifford
Alexander recognized them sac-
rifices and contributions. He pre-
sented the Battalion with the
Presidential Unit Citation. We
had to remind Steven Spielberg
in the making of the movie “Sav-
ing Private Ryan” that Black
GI’s were on the beach in Nor-
mandy on June 6th, 1944 as part

of the D-Day Invasion. These are
but two examples of how history
has been distorted by our omis-
sion. 
Historically, we have showed up
and made a difference through
our selfless service in every
times of national crises from the
Revolutionary War forward.
Many have worked tirelessly for
decades to correct the omissions
and misrepresentations of our
history. 
We find ourselves again today in
a period of national crises with
the current political situation.
There are overt efforts to sup-
press the Black Vote, and racial
divisions are being promoted
from behind the seal of the Pres-
ident of the United States. We are

witnessing the undermining of
democratic principles from the
highest office in the land. The
coming D-Day is November 3,
2020. We call on all Black Vet-
erans to remember your commit-
ment is to the Principles of
Democracy and not an individ-
ual. Let us do as we have done in
the past, rise to the occasion.
Quoting Frederick Douglass the
father of the Civil Rights Move-
ment, “Strike a blow for Free-
dom.” Register and Vote. 

Ready & Forward
COALITION PARTNERS:

The National Minority Mili-
tary Museum Foundation 
Oakland, CA 

The American Legion-Charles
Young Post #398 
New York, NY 

The Congressional Black Cau-
cus Veterans Braintrust 
Washington, DC 

Los Banos Buffalo Soldiers 9th
and 10th Cavalry Association 
Los Banos, CA 

The USCG National Associa-

tion of Former Stewards and
Steward Mates 
Laurelton, NY 
The Buffalo Soldiers Memorial
Committee- Inland Empire
Heritage Association 
Riverside, CA 

The Association of the 2221
Negro Infantry Volunteers
World War II 
Ft. Washington, MD 

The 9th Memorial United
States Cavalry Association 
Marana, AZ 

The National Association of
Black Veterans, Inc. 
Milwaukee, WI 

The African American Patriots
Consortium, Inc. 
Baltimore, MD 

The American Legion-Cook-
Nelson Post #20 
Pontiac, MI 

The 9th and 10th Horse Cav-
alry Association 
Los Angeles, CA 

The 555th Black Paratroopers
Association 

Halloween is almost here, and to
prevent this holiday from becom-
ing a scary one for you and your
pets, it’s important to consider
common items and activities that
can be dangerous to your furry
friends. 
The holiday will undoubtedly

Sellmark Corp. supports Brotherhood For The Fallen; Organization
named in honor of  five policemen who were assassinated in Dallas 

From 
The Tactical Wire.com

MANSFIELD, TEXAS – Sell-
mark Corporation has pledged to
“Back the Blue” and last month’s
GunBroker Charity Auction is
solid proof. The auction’s con-
tents included a one-of-a-kind
Phoenix Weaponry AR-15, Thin-
Blue-Line Kopfjäger Carbon
Fiber Reaper Grip Kit, Pulsar
Thermion XG50 thermal rifle-
scope and Hornady ammunition.
The auction raked in a whopping
$12,225.00 with proceeds di-
rectly benefiting the Dallas
Chapter of the Brotherhood For
The Fallen (BFTF).
The Brotherhood For The Fallen
charity was established after five
Dallas police officers died in the
line of duty in July, 2016. The
charity’s mission is clear: To pro-
vide emotional and financial sup-
port for the families of fallen
police officers. Composed of vol-
unteers including active officers,
the charity sends representatives
to 40-45 funerals across America
each year to comfort widows,
children and coworkers of the de-

Due to claims delays, families
often cannot receive insurance
money for months on end. BFTF
fills that gap and helps get mort-
gages paid and groceries pur-
chased. Due to Covid-19 travel
restrictions, BFTF representa-
tives have been unable to attend
many funerals in 2020 but they
still sent the money to the fami-
lies. Their vital, heart-wrenching
work continues today.
Sellmark Corporation whole-
heartedly supports the BFTF mis-
sion. Each year, police officers
work under increasingly difficult
conditions incited by anti-police
rhetoric. Police work is complex,
challenging and dangerous. The
brave men and women who com-
prise the ‘thin blue line’ that sep-
arates order from chaos deserve
our respect and gratitude. Every
officer knows any given day at
work might be their last, but they
can continue to serve faithfully
and with peace of mind because
organizations like BFTF and
Sellmark Corporation are there to 
“Back the Blue”.

Special thanks are due to Hor-
nady Ammunition. Their partici-
pation and generous donation to
the BFTF exemplify why Hor-
nady is considered amongst the
premier ammunition manufactur-
ers in the USA. To visit their
website at www.brotherhooddal-
lastx.org . Gratitude is also due to
Phoenix Weaponry. Their
firearms, accessories and services
set a high standard for all other
companies in the industry.

ceased. BFTF initially provided
$250 dollars to the stricken fam-
ilies but as the charity has
grown, they have given up to
$1500. As a non-profit 501(c)(3)

organization, the BFTF has ex-
panded to eight chapters across
America and their noble mission
has continued to grow apace.
The death of a loved one devas-

tates on many levels. The BFTF
ensures the family members they
are not alone, that they have
joined an even larger family, the
law enforcement community.

Officials of the Sellmark Corporation and the Brotherhood For The Fallen Charity  are
shown here with a hefty donation of over $12,000. The Brotherhood For The Fallen Char-
ity was established after five Dallas police officers died in an ambush in the line of duty in
July, 2016. (Photo/Courtesy: Sellmark Corp. and The Brotherhood for the Fallen charity).

Pet safety  tips during Halloween and COVID
look different this year due to
COVID-19, and Halloween ac-
tivities will vary vastly between
communities. 
Whatever Halloween ends up
looking like this year, candy and
costumes will most likely be in-
volved. Here are some basic pre-

cautions for pet owners to keep
pets safe and happy on All Hal-
low's Eve: 

Candy is for kids, not dogs and
cats. Chocolate can be very
toxic to our furry friends.
Candy containing xylitol (artifi-

cial sweetener) can also be dan-
gerous. Keep any candy out of
pets' reach.
Wires and cords that light up
your holiday decorations can be
deadly if chewed on. Please

Please see sports page 3

Opinion

Tampa, FL 

The 369th Veterans Association 
Staten Island, NY 
The 715th Veterans Association 
Laurelton, NY 

Montford Point Marine Associ-
ation, Inc. 
Limerick, PA 

761st Tank Battalion and Allied
Veterans Association 
Chicago, IL 

The African American Gallery
of the Ethnic Heritage Museum 
Rockford, IL 

The ACES Museum 
Philadelphia, PA 

Colonel Charles Young Ameri-
can Legion Post #682 
Philadelphia, PA 

The 13th United States Colored
Troops Living History Associa-
tion 
Murfreesboro, TN 

***
*You may contact Charles
Blatcher at cnmmmf@aol.com.


